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The Stars

Some Ainu constellations resemble those familiar to you.
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Others may be unlike anything you have seen before.
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Many stars can be interpreted in more than one way, and

r Emeritus,
SRR ()
Tk HEHER

R T
d)ll &

Download
Full 12-Page
Booklet! (PDF)

therein lies part of the fascination of the night sky.
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A Supernova?

The Bow and Arrow

AbOUt the Ainu PeOp|e The Ainu are an Indige-
nous people who inhabit the northern part of the Japanese ar-

The Boat
and
the Fish

If you search for these constellations yourself,

chipelago. They possess their own language, culture, and

even experienced stargazers may rediscover the customs, distinct from those of the majority population in

. , . . Japan. | In the past, the Ainu supported themselves through hunt-
joy they felt when they identified a constellation P P PP 9

ing, fishing, farming, and trade. About 150 years ago, however, the
for the very first time.

Japanese government implemented assimilation policies that sup-

pressed and effectively destroyed traditional Ainu ways of life.
The Mouth of

AL

\/-/ \

The Snail

The Ainu and Contemporary Japanese So-

Ciety Today, some people of Ainu ancestry openly identify
themselves as Ainu, while others do not. Discrimination and so-
The Necklace cially imposed inequalities remain unresolved issues. | Acts
that show a lack of respect for, or effort to learn about, Ainu
culture continue to occur. | Perhaps learning about the star
traditions of other peoples can do more than deepen our appre-
ciation of humanity's knowledge of the sky. It may also provide
an opportunity to foster intercultural understanding and con-

tribute to the creation of a better society.

Breaking News!

On June 15, 2026, the republication was officially announced!
Coming in Summer 2026!

The Annular Solar Eclipse of
2030 in Hokkaildo on the afternoon of 1 June 2030, an

annular solar eclipse will sweep across Hokkaido. Under Hokkaido's

refreshing skies and over its vast landscapes, observers will have an
excellent opportunity to enjoy this remarkable celestial event.

Ainu Customs Related to Solar Eclipses informer

times, some Ainu referred to a solar eclipse as "the death of the Sun." People

would call out toward the Sun: "Do not die! Come back to life!" At the same SUEOKA, Tomio. Ningentachi (Ainutari) no Mita Seiza to Densho (Constella-
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published, 2009. *This poster/booklet presents a summarized introduction
based primarily on Sueoka's Constellations and Legends as Seen by the Ainu

People (2009). *Multiple versions of many traditions have been recorded.

Meaning (EN)

00 0O Ainu Term .
equinox sunrise point _ _ _
ngh Heavemy Realm @winter solstice sunrise point (®winter solstice sunset point . . .
U Kanto Mosir The Books of Tomio SUEOKA |, carlier times,
the Ainu did not use writing. Moreover, drawing pictures was con-
Stars Sky _ _
nociw kanto sidered taboo. As a result, however, very few written records
True Sky were left behind for later generations. It is now virtually impossi-
sinis kanto 2) (3] 4 6 ble to find Ainu individuals with detailed knowledge of tradi-
Cloud Sky 1 5 tional Ainu constellations. | Fortunately, however, records of
nis kanto east south west
Ainu star traditions do exist. | Tomio Sueoka (1931-2002), an
Lower Sky
ke kant r iSi i
ranke kanto A Observmg the Sky T A pefidl close slieriion o T amateur astronomer, researcher, and educator, visited Ainu
Misty Sky movements of the Sun. Not only did they have names for the directions east and communities throughout Hokkaido after World War Il, recording
urar kanto their star lore and publishing it in book form. | There is little

west, corresponding to the sunrise and sunset at the equinoxes, but they also

Human World
aynu mosir

named the directions of sunrise and sunset at the summer and winter sol- doubt that Ainu star traditions have survived into the present be-

stices. Such a system appears to be unique within Japan. cause Sueoka left behind these two books. However, unfortu-

Lower World
pokna mosir

Does your culture have similar names for these directions?
y nately, neither volume was widely distributed, and the second

4The Layered Universe Ainu traditions preserve several
different cosmological models. One of them describes the universe as a series of
layered worlds.

Moist Lower World was published in 2009, only after Sueoka's death. | As a result,

teyne pokna mosir

only a small number of libraries hold copies, and even within
Japan very few people are familiar with Ainu constellations.

Consequently, Ainu constellations remain little known and are

rarely featured in planetarium programs.

Introducing Ainu Constellations in Practice

At the Tamarokuto Science Center in Tokyo, all planetarium programs
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Image Cooperation:

The Foundation for Ainu Culture >

Exhibition Cooperation: The Foundation for Ainu Culture

are presented with live narration. We have also produced programs
dedicated to Ainu constellations. These presentations introduce the
landscapes of Hokkaido, the Ainu people, their view of the universe,
and finally the world of Ainu stars.

Activities (as of June 2026)

[April-July 2021 (under COVID-19 restrictions)] 61 planetarium perfor-
mances with a total audience of approximately 3,300 / Exhibitions / Two
public lectures

[Since then] 8 planetarium performances with a total audience of ap-
proximately 1,000 / Assistance with media coverage and serialized arti-
cles / Three invited lectures outside the museum

Outreach through a Blog Series (as of June 2026)

During the COVID-19 pandemic beginning in 2020, we also published a
series of blog articles introducing Ainu constellations: 22 articles. The
articles continue to attract readers today.

Challenges You May Face and Solutions

Based on our experience, we understand the difficulties that planetari-
ums and educators may encounter when introducing Ainu constellations.

"There are no accessible source materials.”
— Reprints and digitization of key books are highly desirable. We can
still share with you information about several Ainu constellations pre-

served in Sueoka's books. publication was officially announced!

On June 15, 2026, the re

"There is little information on Ainu pronunciation or translations."
"There are no traditional constellation illustrations.”

"l do not know how to obtain suitable images for promotional purposes.”
"l do not know enough about Ainu culture."

— We can help!

Please feel free to contact us with any questions.
tamarokuto.or.jp/blog/rokuto-report/nociw/

Notes Multiple versions of many traditions have been recorded. / This poster/booklet presents a summarized introduction based primarily on Sueoka's
Constellations and Legends as Seen by the Ainu People (2009). / A PDF version of this poster/booklet is also available.



